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Introduction
In the continent of Africa lies a country centrally located called the Central African Republic. The Central African Republic leads as a country full of resources as compared to other countries in the continent. There has been some conflict in the country. The conflict is known to have started in 2012 December (Dukhan, 2016). This conflict has left about two million innocent citizens of the country needing humanitarian assistance (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021). The conflict in the Central African Republic has been growing ever since (Dukhan, 2016). The conflict in the Central African Republic is caused by rebel groups as a result of political disagreements and religious animosity. Despite the negotiations and treaties that failed to solve the conflict. The instability can be resolved by zoning to achieve peaceful inter-ethnic group and intercultural co-existence.
Background of the Conflict
For decades now, the Central African Republic has been experiencing coups successively since they attained their independence (Dukhan, 2016). The coups and conflicts are believed to be brought about by the illegitimacy of the political leaders that are gaining power (Dukhan, 2016). There are also external factors that have led to frequent conflicts in the country for example the region’s influence and the colonialist’s influence. The latest conflict that has been felt in the Central African Republic has been due to another coup (Dukhan, 2016). This recent conflict has brought about tension in the country and the degradation of security and safety. The conflict was caused by a group called Seleka. Seleka is a group made up of other small Muslim groups that are armed (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021).
Due to the brutality that was enforced by the Seleka group of militias, another group rose. The group was named Anti Balaka. This group named Anti Balaka, was formed by fighters who were Christians (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021). This conflict was like a religious battle. This religious influence was not present in the previous conflict. Anti-Balaka started performing widespread attacks with the purpose of revenge. These attacks that were made in the name of revenge made the government break the Seleka group (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021). Despite the efforts by the government to break off the Seleka group, some of the retired members of the Seleka group started counter-attacks. The attacks and the counter-attacks between the two groups left the Central African Republic in a state of conflict in 2013 (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021).
In 2016, the Central African Republic had an election to vote for their new president. The election of a new president brought about some hope for the citizens in the country. The president was Touadera Archange Faustin. Despite the hope for the end of the conflict in the country, the state of the country only got worse (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021). A partition of territories caused the hold of the Christians fighting the Muslims in the country. Nevertheless, there were still wars between the factions of the former members of Seleka. The fighting only increased (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021). The elected government tried to take control of the country but only gained control of the capital city of the Central African Republic, Bangui. Armed militias still fought the disarmament that was being done by the president (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021).
The government elected in 2016 had no control of the country except for the capital city, Bangui. Therefore, the state’s lack of law and order of the rest of the country except the capital city led to the growth of more groups that were armed. The thriving of the armed militia in turn led to the increase in fighting in the eastern province, the central and western provinces (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021). The conflict has taken a huge toll on the economy of the Central African Republic. Even the private sector has greatly been affected and the country has been left in poverty (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021).
In December 2020, there was an election scheduled in the Central African Republic for the president and the legislature. Francois Bozize, who was the previous president of the Central African Republic, wanted to return to the country to run for the presidency (Surprenant, 2020). Despite the elections being scheduled and there being hope for the Central African Republic being stable again, there was still rebel activity in the country. There are six groups of an armed militia that formed a collaboration. The groups controlled more than half the country. The union formed by the rebels accused Touadera, the president, of having a hand in the election process (Surprenant, 2020). The union of rebels then announced that they would move into the capital city of the Central African Republic (Surprenant, 2020). The Central African Republic government accused that Bozize Francois had a coup planned in conjunction with the rebel groups (Surprenant, 2020).
Analysis of the Conflict in the Central African Region
The conflict that has been existing in the Central African Republic is an intercultural type of conflict. This fact is based on the occurrences of violence in the country. As seen in 2013, it was the Christian rebels that had risen to revenge on Muslims for the violence the Muslim groups had committed. Afterward, it was also learnt that the former members of the Muslim rebel group, Seleka, went on to counter-attack the Christian rebels. There is more weight on the conflict in the Central African Republic being an intercultural type of conflict. The weight is seen where some of the violent acts are being tagged as ethnic violence. In 2016, a rebel group was said to be targeting civilians who are of the Fulani ethnicity in Bria, the capital of a prefecture of the country (Reporter, 2016). But to a large extent, there is religious animosity and this animosity is as a result of the varied cultural aspects, especially religion.
There are many conflicting parties involved in the continuous conflict in the Central African Republic. Some have their origin in the Central African Republic, while other parties are of external origin. The conflicting parties of internal origin include the various rebel groups in the Central African Republic. The conflict has been changing over the years. The change has brought about a phenomenon that the initial two rebel groups that existed broke and there were smaller rebel groups with different agendas (Dukhan, 2016). The Seleka rebel group, which means alliance in the Sango dialect, wanted to overthrow the then-president, Bozize. Some of the leaders of the Seleka rebel group felt betrayed by the Bozize (Dukhan, 2016). The initial agenda of the Seleka was to express their concerns on how president Bozize had power centralized. The Seleka later wanted to divide the country to protect Muslims (Dukhan, 2016).
The other rebel group that existed in the early years of the conflict is the anti-balaka rebel group. The Anti Balaka rebel group was formed in 2013 (Dukhan, 2016). The Anti-Balaka rebel group comprised of village groups of self-defense. The Anti-Balaka rebel had a weak political influence and strength and was said to have a command that was not well defined (Dukhan, 2016). Most of the time, it was stated that the anti-balaka rebel group was not organized properly. The anti-balaka rebel group created views that were strongly against the Seleka rebel group. These negative views against the Seleka rebel group made the anti-balaka rebel group’s agenda be against the Muslims (Dukhan, 2016). The anti-Balaka started attacking any community suspected to work with the Seleka and any civilian suspected to be with the Seleka rebel group (Dukhan, 2016).
The other parties involved in the conflict are the transitional authorities (Dukhan, 2016). The transitional authorities created had a hand in the political instability in the Central African Republic. For example, the Conseil National de Transition was founded during the presidency of Djotodia. The Conseil National de Transition had a composition of most people that were not Muslims. Therefore, this transitional authority did not have the interests of the Muslims at its heart (Dukhan, 2016). To add to that, the Conseil National de Transition also passed a ruling that did not allow the refugees the right to take part in the election of the president of the Central African Republic (Dukhan, 2016). The above-made moves by the Conseil National de Transition may have been viewed as a way to show discrimination towards the Muslim society politically (Dukhan, 2016).
There have been external parties that have influenced the conflict in the Central African Republic. Some of them include countries like Chad. It is said that Chad’s involvement in the conflict in the Central African Republic is making matters even worse (Wohlers, 2021). There are claims of Chad’s involvement with some of the rebel militia in the Central African Republic. It is quite clear that initially, Chad had a connection with the Seleka rebel group (Wohlers, 2021). Due to the desertification of Chad, more pastoralists from Chad have migrated to the Central African Republic (Dukhan, 2016). Therefore, Chad seeks to exploit the free lands in the Central African Republic for pasture access and utilization of resources in the Central African Republic (Wohlers, 2021).
Mediation, Negotiation and Resolution Processes
The resolution processes that have been applied in the efforts to stop the conflict include peace talks among involved parties. Some of the peace talks and mediation processes led to treaties being signed by the various parties involved in the conflict in the Central African Republic. The first is the Brazzaville agreement. The Brazzaville agreement was signed in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 2014. The negotiations were between representatives of the Conseil National de Transition, the Anti-Balaka rebel group and the former members of the Seleka rebel group (Dukhan, 2016). Some representatives from political parties and the religious communities were also invited to the negotiations. The negotiations took three days under the mediation of the president of Congo, Sassou Denis (Dukhan, 2016). The agreement made was to end all hostile activities by rebel groups, stop country partition, and supporting reconciliation (Dukhan, 2016).
Another treaty signed was the Nairobi deal. The treaty was between the Popular Front for the Rebirth of Central African Republic (FPRC) and an anti-balaka group that was against Bozize (Dukhan, 2016). This treaty was signed in Nairobi, Kenya and it was mediated by Sassou. The negotiation caused a stop of war and a stop to all acts of violence between the two groups fighting each other. The treaty also assured a pardon of all people involved in the violence in the Central African Republic and the removal of the members of the government of transition (Dukhan, 2016). Unfortunately, the treaty destroyed the process of transition and the efforts to resolve the conflict in the Central African Republic (Dukhan, 2016).
Another resolution process is the National Reconciliation Forum in Bangui that took eight days. The forum occurred in May 2015 and involved six hundred participants (Dukhan, 2016). During the forum, it was agreed that all the militia are to give up their weapons before the elections began. It was also agreed the soldiers who were children are to be released immediately (Dukhan, 2016). Also in agreement was that the date of the election is to be set and the ruling government regime is to extend their rule. New mechanisms of dispensing justice on both national and local levels are created and priority is given to the development of the country (Dukhan, 2016). The leaders of the rebel group opposed the rule to extend the ruling government’s time and the transition time (Dukhan, 2016).
Recommendations for Resolving the Conflict in Central African Region
I recommend the use of the model formula of zoning as a means to achieve resolution of the conflict in the Central African Republic. I support the idea of using the model formula of zoning because the negotiation that has been held seemed to have no results. Every party in the negotiation seemed to be pulling their way instead of agreeing. The model formula of zoning is a way of securing peace in a country with different ethnicity (Terwase et al., 2017). It can ensure that people from different ethnic backgrounds can co-exist peacefully with each other (Terwase et al., 2017). The model formula of zoning was applied in Nigeria from 1999 to 2007 and it worked (Terwase et al., 2017). Therefore, I believe it can work for the situation in the Central African Republic.
Another way that this conflict can be resolved is through compromise. Compromise is hard to do, but it is powerful to ensure that the waring or conflicting parties come to terms with each other. With the help of external peacemakers like the neighboring countries or the African Union, the parties involved can give up some of their demands. Both sides have to give up those demands and this will allow healthy mediations and negotiations between them. There is a need for the African Union to intervene and apply pressure to the conflicting parties to reach a compromise that can lead to the restoration of peace in the region.
Conclusion
The Central African Republic has suffered a lot as a country due to the conflict between warring groups and other parties. The conflict is intercultural and has affected the economy and the people living there. Some external parties seem to be worsening the conflict in the country. I believe the country can stand up and end the violence and begin to rebuild and focus on economic growth. There has to be political stability in the country before any of the good things start happening in the Central African Republic. Political stability will be achieved when the intercultural differences are put to an end through the application of the zoning formular to that can quell the conflict.
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